
Message from the Head

Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome to the Spring edition of our school newsletter. In a few
weeks time Year 11 will be leaving us as they start their GCSE
examinations. We send them our best wishes for every success.
Our new dining extension is now open and I am pleased to see that
this new facility is being used well and responsibly; a knock on effect is that there is
much less litter outside and fewer sea gulls! We are currently waiting to see if a bid
that we have submitted to the EFA is successful, if is is we intend to carry out some
refurbishments in Science and create 2 new labs. Added to this, being ever mindful of
safety and safeguarding we are considering a perimeter fence for the school which
would enclose the playing fields. I hope you enjoy reading the newsletter which aims
to make sure that you know about the many different aspects of life at Parklands.
Thank you for your continued support. Have a lovely Easter break.

Mrs C Hollister
Headteacher

Diane Mills
A remembrance/dedication plaque will be placed in our new dining room extension
in memory of Mrs Diane Mills who worked for the school for 25 years.

Sadly, in February of this year, we lost one of our valued and loved members of
staff. Diane Mills was a much loved friend, mum, sister and wife.  Diane worked as
a cleaner and dinner lady at the school and gave 25 years of service to Parklands.
She was a very highly valued and respected friend and colleague and will be sadly
missed.  Diane always had a smile on her face and a kind word to say; both staff
and pupils enjoyed many daily conversations with her and staff enjoyed looking at
photographs of her growing family.

“As part of the cleaning team Diane was always willing to go that extra mile, helping
out and going above and beyond her role within the school.  She was highly
respected by all members of the team and always happy to pass on advice and her
vast knowledge of the school site to any new and existing members.  She is missed
daily and will never be forgotten” - Site/Cleaning Staff

“As part of the catering team she was a 'whirlwind' of activity, always zapping about
and busy.  Although small in build and quiet by nature she had a big smile and a
lovely, generous and warm personality and loved chatting about her family and her
love of animals, always ready to share her latest photo or video of her grandson or
her golden labrador.  Diane will be sorely missed and both Taylor Shaw and
Parklands will never be the same again, her loss has left an enormous hole in our
hearts but we were privileged to have her as part of our lives for the past 25 years”
- Catering Team
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Full report and lots more pictures from Musical Madness inside ….



Number Day was on Friday the 3rd of February. During this day all the Maths teachers
wore a t-shirt with a number on. The students had the chance to complete a quiz
using the numbers on the Maths teachers’ t-shirts. During lunch the students could
come and have a go at trying to get a goal past the Maths teachers - the Maths
teachers split into two groups (male and female). All the attempts and goals were
recorded and we found that both the male and female team each saved 55% of all
the goals during lunch! This event raised £40 for the NSPCC, thanks for joining in
everybody! Roll on the next maths event!

Tomorrow's Engineers Robotics Challenge
In the previous newsletter, we told you how Isaac, Oliver, James, Ben, Will, Aaron and
Ellis were getting on in their run up to the Tomorrow's Engineers Robotics Challenge 2017.
On March 8th we packed up our robots and headed up to the iSTEM centre at Preston
College to compete with 18 other schools around the North West with the winning team
competing at the finals on Friday 17th March. During the day the pupils took part in the
programming challenge we had been working on over the past few months plus a
presentation, a teamwork challenge and had to impress the judges with our robot design.
The boys gave their all during the day but unfortunately didn't win. However, out of the
18 schools Parklands did win the best robot design! So congratulations and a huge well
done to Isaac, Oliver, James, Will, Ben, Aaron and Ellis!!!

Miss Brooks

Number Day

A group of year 9s have embarked on the TALL Programme with Chorley Sports
Partnership. They are working towards their Leadership Award by helping design
sports programmes and lead primary school children in healthy and fun sport
activities. They have also got involved in team building exercises at the Anderton
Centre, BMXing and water-based activities. I look forward to seeing them at the
presentation awards in July to hear about their successes.

Well done to Drew Whittle, Nathan Westwell, Jacob Thompson, Faith Murray, Ellie
Leighton, Morgan Farrow, Joanna Crowther-Churchill.

Mrs Fairhurst
Safeguarding & Intervention Manager



Google Expeditions - virtual reality field trips around the world

In February we were lucky enough to host a visit from the Google Expeditions team. Over
400 of our pupils in Years 7-9 took part in the day and experienced Google’s revolutionary
new tool.

The Google team brought virtual reality headsets and throughout the day our teachers
took their classes on a 360 degree fully immersive tour of a range of locations. Students
discovered the inner workings of the human body by travelling through the heart and
veins; they explored base camp and climbed Mount Everest; they visited the International
Space Centre; some even took a full tour of all Seven Wonders of the World!

The Expeditions themselves are truly amazing. Google have worked with a range of
partners to create them, from David Attenborough to the Royal Palaces and have also
worked with the TES to ensure that they have connections to the National Curriculum
where possible.

Everyone really enjoyed the day - the feedback from staff and students was incredibly
positive. It was brilliant to hear the cries of “wow!” as students put the headsets on and
embarked on their expeditions.

If you wish to look around the expeditions yourself, the Google Expeditions app can be
downloaded for free for Android and iOS. There are hundreds to choose from - you could
even try a VR headset for the full experience!

We are hoping to be able to buy a kit to build some headsets so we can experience many
more expeditions in the future - watch this space!



I’m a Scientist
Get Me Out of Here!

The pupils who study Triple Science in Year 10 took part in the ‘I’m a Scientist Get
Me Out of Here’ activity during British Science Week. The activity runs three times
a year and is designed to allow pupils to gain a greater insight in to what a Scientist
does, how to become a Scientist and learn what life is like in the work force.

The pupils were entered in the Medical Physics zone and there were five Scientists
in this zone who were all competing for a chance to win £500 to invest in STEM
activities for pupils. The Scientists all worked in the field of research, looking at how
medical imaging techniques like MRI could be improved to produce better images
and therefore lead to improvements in diagnosis and treatment for patients. The
pupils were able to read the profiles of the five scientists to gain an understanding
of what they did and in the next lesson the pupils took part in a live web chat with
the Scientists. During the web chat pupils were able to ask the Scientists questions
about their careers, how they had entered this profession and general geeky
questions about Science!

The pupils really enjoyed speaking to Scientists about Science, and felt that they had
gained an insight in to what a career in Science could be like. In the week following
the web chat pupils were able to vote for their favourite Scientist, and they were
pleased to find that one of their favourites won!

Jonathan Holland
February 22nd 2017 marked the 10th anniversary of the death of former pupil
Jonathan Holland. Jonathan, a Royal Marine, was fatally injured during a tour of
Afghanistan in 2007. There is a plaque dedicated to Jonathan in the Remembrance
Garden at Parklands. On the anniversary of his death pupils showed their respect
for his sacrifice by laying flowers in his honour. Jonathan will always be fondly
remembered by the staff and pupils at Parklands.

Miss Partington

Martin Hall from SkillForce is our Learning Mentor who sees pupils weekly in school
to support them with their learning, emotional welfare and well-being. He has been
received well by our pupils who have welcomed his support, advice and guidance.

We are also fortunate to have a monthly drop-in service from our School Nurse team
who are available to see our students over lunch time.

Students also have the opportunity to text the school nurse team for confidential
advice and support. The number is 07507 33 0510.

Mrs Fairhurst
Safeguarding & Intervention Manager



Europe House News
It’s a very busy term once again for Europe House. Each Form has been given the
opportunity to hold a House  assembly, and I have been very pleased to see so many
students taking part and getting involved.

All our  year 8 students have made their GCSE option choices, so very exciting times
ahead.

Europe are back on top in the attendance league with 95.9% and I would like to
thank everyone for their efforts; I am also very proud of the 35  pupils in Europe
House who have 100% attendance, this is a fantastic achievement, well done!

Unfortunately Europe House is at the bottom of the House Leader board which is
a real shame as we are a great House. We have however won the last 2 House
competitions so maybe we can claw our way back to the top.

I have recently created a Europe House Twitter page
@PHSEuropeHouse, make sure to follow us, and keep up with
all the news, house comps and much more!

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate in advance,
all the year 9 and 10 students who have applied for prefect
status. I was very impressed with your applications and look
forward to supporting successful candidates in their new roles.
I would also like to congratulate my 3 year 10 students who applied for SSLT, the
girls conducted themselves fabulously at interview, and I was very proud of them.

I would like to thank all my outgoing prefects for all their hard work and efforts
over the last year,and a very special thank you to Katey and Jimmy  for all their
support and help over the year in running the House. To all the rest of year 11, I
would like to say now is the time to get yourself prepared for your exams, ensure
you have the revision timetable I shared with you up and running and use your time
effectively. Remember to ask for help if you need it, and keep attending all the
Period 6’s your teachers are so generously putting on for you.

I’m confident if you put the time and effort in, you will all receive the results you
deserve.

Good luck.

Happy Easter to everyone and I hope you have a well deserved rest.

Mrs G Fox

This half term in SECURE, our pupils have been given advice and support following their
feedback from a questionnaire on revision guidance and techniques. This didn't just apply
to our year 11's who face their GCSE examinations in the summer, but to all our students
who face weekly tests, assignments and end of topic work and may struggle to work out
which is the best way to learn and revise.

We have also covered on-line safety; a diverse subject but very high profile in the media
and the world of our pupils who have access to various means of technology both in the
classroom and in their home. Topics covered sexting, indecent images and comments
shared in the social media world, cyber-bullying, protection of personal data, hateful
web-sites and digital footprints.

I have also included in this newsletter, e-safety tips for parents to access. Parents may
also call into school to collect a free copy of digital parenting should they choose to gain
more advice and information on this ever-changing subject. Other information is available
on our web-site.

We were also fortunate to have welcomed back Alter Ego, a theatre company, to deliver
Chelsea's Choice to our Year 8 pupils during SECURE. This was a play based on real-life
stories to raise awareness of issues related to Child Sexual Exploitation. A range of topics
in this play covered trafficking, the grooming process, healthy and unhealthy relationships
and safer internet use to ensure that our pupils would be given knowledge and skills in
how to protect themselves and report concerns and worries. This event has been
re-commissioned by Clive Grimshaw, Police Commissioner and by Chorley Borough
Council to deliver this programme to all Year 8 pupils across the borough of Chorley &
South Ribble.

Mrs Fairhurst
Safeguarding & Intervention Manager



Parklands High School nationally recognised
as transforming educational practice

Parklands High School has recently become one of the first schools; one of only 8 in the
country to be accredited for transforming practice under SSAT's Framework for
Exceptional Education. The Framework for Exceptional Education is a self-review and
planning tool incorporating SSAT's 30 years of experience in school improvement.
Co-developed with a group of high-performing schools and reviewed by leading
academics, the framework supports schools in quality-assuring their work and sharing
effective practice.

To achieve accreditation as transforming in practice, Parklands High School was reviewed
by another high-performing school and an independent moderator from SSAT. SSAT's
Chief Executive, Sue Williamson comments "for a school to be accredited for transforming
practice is a real credit to their team and the quality of the work that they are doing."

SSAT, the Schools, Students and Teachers Network, is the name of the company founded
from the former Specialist Schools and Academies Trust in May 2012.

SSAT enables ambitious schools to break through by thinking differently. They help by
providing knowledge of what works in schools, world leading CPD and thriving networks
of school leaders and teachers – the most extensive in the country.

Parklands High School is now being promoted as a case study for their excellence in the
work for this field.

Moderation feedback received from Alan Yellup OBE

This is a school where the focus is on providing a principled and rounded education in
which schools have a greater responsibility than operating as examination factories. There
is a demonstrable and unshakable belief that a positive ethos and culture in which:
respect; building self-esteem and confidence; developing independence and resilience is
the bedrock on which achievement and successful preparation for future life as good
citizens in a fast changing social landscape is built. I found the enthusiasm and
engagement for the work in this strand by staff and students permeates so many crucial
areas of school life. Student  behaviour, engagement in their lessons, the quality of
interpersonal relations (student- student and student- teacher) , the confident, articulate
nature of students from  across the age and ability range - all of as high order and
impressive. PSCHE and citizenship is not delivered in a timetable slot it is practiced and
delivered through real life experiences (Learning Challenge Week and Super Learning
Days). I have always harboured a healthy scepticism for Enquiry Based Learning unless
expertly conceived and operated. The SECURE programme and the approaches to
teaching and learning in this school are expertly conceived, constructed and delivered. I

saw many groups of students around the school working outside the classroom
environment – all engaged in their various activities and  able to articulate what they
were doing, the aim of what they were doing  and fully aware of the assessment
procedures which would ultimately evaluate their learning.

This approach is an exemplar for: identifying a key area in need of improvement; involving
all stakeholders in adopting a new approach; winning the ‘hearts and minds and buy in’;
designing ambitious, but achievable programmes and then implementing them whilst
constantly monitoring and evaluating impact.

Students

There is clear evidence provided by careful monitoring and recording of positive impact
on the students through improved:  behaviour; attitudes to learning; levels of academic
achievement; achievement in a range of other areas; their ability to take on leadership
responsibilities and cultural awareness. Examination results are excellent. Attainment 8;
A*-C in English and maths; EBacc measure and staying on post 16 are all well above
national and LA averages. Attendance is higher than the national average and persistent
absence and exclusions low. Students are courteous and behave well and display respect
for each other and their teachers. They contribute much to the community.

Staff

Staff know, respect and practise the core values of Learn, Respect, Aspire and Achieve.
Learning tours focus on looking for and sharing good practice. Classrooms are open and
there is positive buy in by staff to observations and drop in visits. Teacher Learning
Communities are comprised of over 70 staff volunteers. Eight  groups are currently
engaged on separate  projects; metacognition; character education; feedback;
questioning; collaborative learning; behaviour; homework; oral language intervention.
The scale and depth of work reflects the significant influence this strand of work has
impacted positively on the staff

Governor reports and parent feedback is supportive.



South America House News
The spring newsletter is always a difficult one to write, as it is a mixture of emotions
at this point in the academic year.

It is the start of new beginnings, the appointment of new member of SSLT and
prefects, year 8’s embarking on the next part of their journey throughout Parklands,
and showing great maturity when picking options choices to study at GCSE. Year 7s
having their first tracker reviews with me; which were remarkably positive and were
some of the best BFL averages in the whole school, well done.

On the flip side, in order to make way for the new positions in school it means that
it is time to say goodbye to some of the key and integral roles in South America
House. Casey, Ella, Daanish and Thomas - thank you for all of your hard work and
commitment that you have shown not only over the past year that you have been
in post, but have demonstrated throughout your 5 years at Parklands. You have set
the standards high for your successors, and I would like to wish you every success
as you begin your GCSEs.

As a house we are still sitting comfortably in second position overall, just waiting
for the first opportunity to seize victory over Africa house!

The last day of term saw over 30 pupils rewarded for their contribution towards
South America House with an exclusive lunch in the new dining hall. It would be
fantastic to reward even more next term, so make sure you continue to get involved
and support the house.

Sports day is looming ever closer, so if we have any undiscovered sports men and
women amongst you that I am unaware of your hidden talents, please come and
let me know!

Finally, have a safe and happy
Easter break and I look
forward to seeing you all back
in school on Tuesday 18th
April.

Miss Burrill



Attendance News!
At Parklands we are very focused on Attendance.  As we are coming to the close
of my second term in role, I’m pleased to say that the whole school attendance is
sitting at a very respectable 95.8%, however I know we can get better!

The last term has seen attendance being highlighted to all students who are falling
below expectations; this may have been done through hotspots or in some cases
in Attendance panels.  Both have been beneficial in trying to improve attendance
and highlight issues we were unaware of, and therefore enable us as a school to
offer the support when needed.

I have also reintroduced the weekly attendance league tables, a reward system
for the forms on a weekly basis and for the top 5 winning forms at the end of each
half term a reward breakfast on the last day of term.  A special mention goes to
China form of Asia House for twice achieving 100% attendance this half term and
riding high in the premier league on course for attending the reward breakfast.

The new year sevens are leading the way with the highest overall percentage
attendance with a fantastic 97%, I hope that this continues in the years to come.
However our year 8’s and 9’s aren’t far behind, so well done to them also.

The house competition on attendance is running extremely close with Asia, Africa,
Europe and Australasia all tied on 95.9% and South America very close behind on
95.3%.

A quick mention and some congratulations must go to the 182 pupils within
Parklands that are still holding on to an amazing 100% attendance

for this school year – a prize will be given to students who
finish the year on 100% attendance, so keep up the good
work!

In summary I think that this term has been rewarding
and the students have been working hard on improving
their attendance where necessary and this is being

shown in our figures and most of all in the work they are
completing.  I wish you all a restful break and Happy Easter!

Mrs F Fish
Attendance Officer

Parklands Parent Voice
Parklands’ first Parent Voice took place at the start of February following interest from a
number of parents. Amongst some of the items discussed were: Homework,
Rewards/Sanctions and Home School Communication. Parents raised a number of queries
which were answered by Mrs Aspinall, Mr Mitchell or myself.

The minutes from the Homework section are below.

Homework

Show My Homework was popular; the only issue was it didn’t let parents know when
homework had been completed.

BfL/Trackers - could parents be forewarned in relation to pupils not performing or if they
have homework issues. Want to be aware sooner. HALs do pick up on dips, or will respond
to teacher concerns and address.

Parents like feedback on homework. Policy discussed by Mrs Aspinall and Mr Mitchell.

Science and English can go weeks without it.  Action: Mr Mitchell to raise with the
Curriculum Leaders.

Some homework can be sporadic.  Action: Mr Mitchell to raise with the Curriculum Leaders.

On occasions some of the homework given can have a too quick a turnaround time.
Action: Mr Mitchell to raise with the Curriculum Leaders.

All teachers listed on website so that parents can contact direct.  Action: Mr Mitchell to
discuss with the Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team.

Query over knowing when it’s week 1 or week 2. Action: Mr Mitchell to see if this is
possible.  Update: the website homepage has now been updated to reflect this.

Teachers need to give more detail when explaining homework, some pupils are at a loss
when at home. The onus should be on the pupil to listen, all teachers are available to help
with homework should it be required.  Action: Mr Mitchell to also discuss with Curriculum
Leaders.

Would parents like more project based homework? Mixed answers. Mr Mitchell explained
the ideas behind flipped learning and the advantages of it.

Parents mentioned that pupils told them that on some occasions homework was
completed in class. Mr Mitchell explained that this should not happen. Action: Mr Mitchell
to raise with the Curriculum Leaders as this should not be happening.

If you would like to be involved in the next forum on Wednesday 3rd May,
please email me on shaslam@parklandsacademy.co.uk

Mrs Haslam



Asia House News
Well done Asia house on successfully completing the spring term, a term which for
many has not been without its challenges.

The attitude which the year 8 students have adopted when choosing their options
for year 9 has both impressed me and further cemented the pride I have developed
for this year group. Furthermore, the year 9 and 10 have produced some very
impressive applications for the Prefect and Senior Student Leadership Team roles
which is a telling representation of the talent, maturity and pride the students in Asia
house possess. Being successful when applying for such a role shows a tremendous
amount of pride for our school and Asia house.

Congratulations to all the students that took part in the ‘Musical Madness’ dance
festival. The feedback from the audience that attended, the staff and the students
suggest that it was a great success which continued to further enhance the  reputation
of Parklands High School within the wider school community.

I would like to highlight three students who deserve a personal congratulatory
message for their efforts this term. Ashleigh Read was selected for a part in the
production of  LES MISÉRABLES at Hutton Grammar School, Hannah Skyner has been
selected to represent Team UK at the World Cheerleading Championship in Japan
during the summer and Luke Chambers continues to shine at Liverpool Football club.
All these students have excellent attendance, perfect BFL’s and are proud of their
achievement and progress at PHS. Well done, I hope you are as inspiring to the pupils
as you are to me!

I would like to congratulate China, India and Malaysia forms for their consistent effort
in regards to enhancing their attendance and punctuality. Excellent attendance and
punctuality is the key for our success as a house and individually. Therefore, we must
ensure that your attendance and punctuality are the highest they possibly can be in
order to prepare you for future adult life.

Finally I would like to take the opportunity to thank Jess Edwards and Lewis Reilly for
doing a sterling job as Heads of Asia House this year. You have always been
dependable, resolute in your standards and motivational in encouraging the house
to achieve.

Good luck to all our year 11’s who will be taking their exams in May. Work hard now
and celebrate the rewards in August when your results are published. Remember
that ‘Proper Preparation Prevents Poor Performance’

Mr Pilling
Asia House Achievement Leader

Duke of Edinburgh Update
This year Parklands has taken on their biggest set of Duke of Edinburgh pupils, this is a
huge achievement and I am very excited to see how they progress throughout the award.
So far the pupils have had 3 training sessions.  The first was to get them loaded up on the
eDofE website so they can log all the great things they are doing as part of their skill,
physical and service.

The second set pupils a challenge in planning their route cards for their practice expedition
as well as looking at map reading, diet and the fun of building tents!

In the most recent session, pupils had to plan their qualifying expedition - this is the one
the assessor will come and check up on them, they also practiced using the stove and
cooking appropriate meals on the trangias.

They have another practical session before their practice and I hope this will leave
them confident in the map reading and navigation skills!



Dates for the Diary …
Summer Term
Tuesday 18th April, 2017 - school reopens

Wednesday 19th April - Year 10 Parents' Evening

Wednesday 26th April - Year 9 Parents' Evening

Monday 1st May - school closed for Bank Holiday

Friday 19th May - Years 7 to 10 Behaviour for Learning Reports issued

Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June (incl.) - school closed for half term break

Monday 5th June - school reopens

Thursday 8th June - Sports Day

Monday 12th June to Friday 23rd June - internal end of year exams

Monday 12th June -  Year 6 Meet the Tutor Evening; Australasia at 5pm;
     Africa at 6.30pm

Tuesday 13th June -  Year 6 Meet the Tutor Evening; Europe at 5pm;
     Asia at 6.30pm

Wednesday 14th June -  Year 6 Meet the Tutor Evening;
      South America at 5pm

Tuesday 27th June - Year 10 at Runshaw College

Thursday 29th June - Summer Concert

Monday 3rd July - Year 7 Review Day and Trackers issued

Tuesday 4th July - Year 11 Prom

Thursday 6th July - Year 8 Review Day and Trackers issued

Thursday 6th July - Key Stage 3 Presentation Evening

Friday 7th July - school closed for staff training

Monday 10th July - Year 10 at Wigan and Leigh College

Monday 10th July to Friday 14th July - Learning Challenge Week

Monday 17th July - Year 9 Review Day and Trackers issued

Wednesday 19th July - Year 10 Review Day and Trackers issued

Friday 21st July - school closed (at 1pm) for Summer holiday

From what has been one of the most challenging years in the department, the year 11s
have done us proud with their perseverance. Their practical outcomes are great and they
all should feel really accomplished!

A few snapshots below.

We also look forward to welcoming Mr Goodwin, who joins us in June. Mr Goodwin will
take over the role as Curriculum Leader.



Comic Relief
Staff and pupils took part in various events leading up to Red Nose Day.

The Staff V Pupils competitions were popular so we asked pupils to make a contribution
to watch staff thrash the pupils at bench ball, basket ball and football. Sorry, the football
ended in a draw so we will be having a re-match to ensure we keep up our winning streak!

The HALs had a wheelchair race when Daisy Inclusive UK came in and Miss Burrill of South
America was the winner, closely followed by Mr Swift of Africa. Mrs Fox of Europe House
craftily passed both Mrs Dewhurst and Mr Pilling to take third place. No children or HALs
were hurt in the process!

On Red Nose Day, the
staff Table Tennis final
between Mr Steve
‘Sledgehammer’ Rimmer
and Mr Andy ‘Hurricane’
Huddy took place with
Mr Huddy beating Mr
Rimmer 21-10. Pupils got
value for money as the
mighty Conan Liptrott in
Year 11 took on Mr
Huddy afterwards and
managed to get a few
winning shots - well done
lads!

At the time of going to
print we had raised well
over £1,000 with the
money still rolling in!

Mrs Haslam



Africa House News
I can’t believe another term has passed again so quickly. When I reflect over the last
few months there have been some fantastic occasions for Africa House students.
Firstly, I have to let us enjoy the fact we are still top of the House Competition Table
by several points and have been there since October, so if you follow us on Twitter
watch out for league table updates, if you’re not following then please do so
@PHSAfricaHouse1 (Over 13s only sorry). A highlight in the recent competitions
being Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 winning the Table Tennis competitions.  Equally as
impressive is the amount of P Points as a group we accumulate, as I write this we
are on 8524, which is some running total, well done!  Also on a more important
positive we are also joint top on attendance from September to now so well done
to everyone for that too.

Whenever there is something good happening in or around school it makes me really
proud to see Africa House represented so well, we had a strong presence in the
recent ‘Musical Madness’ performance which personally I think was an outstanding
show of talent for Parklands as a school and highlighted the dedication and
commitment our pupils have. We were also involved in the recent Maths Challenge
at Runshaw, the ‘Tomorrow's Engineers Challenge’ at Preston’s College and we are
always involved in any sporting activity across all years.

I would also like to take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone who applied
to be a Prefect and for SSLT positions recently, if you were unsuccessful work on the
areas you need to improve and make sure you are in a better position to re apply in
the next application window.  That brings me onto the fact that some very talented,
very able and very promising students will be finishing Parklands soon. Sadly for me
I only got to work with Year 11 since last July but what a Year they have been. They
will certainly leave a huge gap in Africa house but as I keep reminding Rohan, you
should see the high standard of our Year 7s and 8s coming through!

The future’s bright, the future’s AFRICA!

Mr Swift

VIPP’s (Very Important
Parklands Pensioners)

Our first VIPP event this year was held on Friday afternoon where our VIPP’s were
invited to the Musical Madness Matinee, along with the Primary schools.

Once again we were joined by residents from Eldon House, Ravensthorpe and this
time we were very happy to invite Chorley Lodge.

A great time was had by all and it was lovely to see our guests joining in and swaying
along to the music.

As usual the compliments from our guests were very well received and we have to
agree that our students in the school are a credit to us.

Thanks for joining us and we look forward to inviting you to many more events

Mrs Fox

Geography G&T Runshaw
Georgina Ainscough, Caitlin Perry, Thomas Evans, Robert Brown and Poppy Smith (some
of our Year 9 Geography G & T pupils) visited Runshaw College on Tuesday 7th March to
participate with several other local high schools in G & T events. They were involved in a
hazards' simulation and then a sustainability exercise around the college. Pupils found
this day valuable and it was a great taster as it gave them an experience of A Level type
lessons and they got to see what college life would be like.

Mrs Eastham, CL Leader of Geography



Australasia House News
Australasia House has continued to work hard in all aspects of school life. We have
had a busy term with our Y8 students making their option choices, such big
decisions at such a young age. You have all been very sensible and mature about
the whole process…well done!

A big thank you must also be expressed to the students in Y9 and Y10 who have
taken the time and effort to apply for a Prefect or a Senior Student Leadership Role,
it makes me very proud to know there are so many of you wanting to help both
the House and the School as a whole to succeed. Additionally, this shows a
willingness and commitment to personal growth and achievement. I look forward
to congratulating the successful candidates next term.

We are performing much better in the House competition this year, we are
currently ranked 3rd, with some great efforts from our students in the sports
department. Special mention
must also go to two Y7 girls who
not only helped Australasia
clinch 1st place in the MFL
Spelling Bee competition, they
have also been picked to
represent Parklands in the
regional finals. A big well done
to Remy Corbett (PNG) and
Sayeda Zentani (NCL) whoop
whoop!!

I feel that attendance and punctuality have greatly improved in the house, we are
currently joint first in attendance overall and we are often winning the weekly
attendance comparison against the other houses.  This is down to a massive effort
on your part, so thank you! Can I please ask that this sterling effort continues into
the summer term as the more time spent at school will pay dividends for all your
futures.

Sadly, we will soon be saying goodbye to our Y11’s who will be leaving us next half
term to commence study leave. Some of you will leave a massive hole in the heart
of Australasia and you will be genuinely missed. Good luck in your exams, keep
revising, it will be worth it. I know you will make us all proud come the summer!

Finally, I would like to say a massive thank you to all
the Australasia Prefect Team; your efforts have been
greatly appreciated. Rebecca Weaver and Madison
Verrechia (pictured opposite) our outgoing Heads of
House, you have carried out a sterling job and have
set a great example to both your peers and the
younger students in school, I am personally grateful
for all your assistance and support this past year.
Vincent Wardale and Emily Atack (also pictured below)
have also made me very proud, as two of Parklands
Sports Captains this year. Good luck in your exams and
all your future endeavours.

Have a Happy Easter, enjoy the break. See you all back
in school raring to go on Tuesday 18th April.

Mrs Dewhurst
Proud HAL Australasia

SCHOOL UNIFORM CHANGE
With effect from September 2017 we will be introducing a new Parklands school skirt.
We maintain high standards and place an emphasis on pride in our community. Integral
to this, we believe, is a high standard of uniform. In order to ensure that Parklands remains
distinctive, that standards are maintained and followed consistently by all of our student
body, a new skirt will be phased in - beginning with next year’s new Year 7s. There will
be a two year transitional period, by which time we expect the change to be fully
implemented across all year groups.
The skirt, a checked blue kilt style, will better match the blue elements of our uniform
and come in one standard length. They will be available from our uniform suppliers Nu:
Uniforms and Jada Embroidery and Print.



Judo
As part of the PE GCSE pupils need to
choose 4 sports that they can score
10 in. To help them do this we have
bought in a Judo coach who has been
working with our year 11.

Netball
It is finally the end of the netball season
and we have had some great turnouts this
year.  The year 7’s have shown real
commitment attending training weekly
and having high numbers every week
making it very difficult to pick the
tournament team!

The year 10 have not managed to practice
much together this year but they are quite
possibly the strongest team Parklands has
and showed that when they came second
in the district tournament only missing out
on 1st place by one point!

I hope to see more pupils at training from
September but until then we move on to
rounders and athletics season!

Girls Football
We are very lucky to have a fantastic relationship with Preston North End and Mel a coach
for PNE and Liverpool FC comes to train with our girls weekly and offers them some
fantastic opportunities. Most recently our girls have represented Preston in a friendly
against Manchester United and Liverpool. Next on the cards is a game against Everton!

I am also really pleased that our brilliant year 10/11 team are through to the next round
of the Lancashire cup - we are hoping to reach the final this year and the next match will
be after the Easter break.

Gymnastics
This term we have also competed in
the Gymnastics competition, our girls
performed very well with many
coming home with medals.

A special mention needs to go to our
young leaders who helped our
younger pupils with their routines and
skill. Thank you Sarah and Chloe!

All of the pupils have ‘thrown’
themselves right into it and only have
a couple of sessions left before their
GCSE PE Moderation. Good luck
everyone!



Put yourself in control
Make use of the parental controls on your
home broadband and any internet-enabled
devices, including your child‛s mobile phone.
You can find out how at your broadband or
mobile network provider‛s website. Find out
how to setup safe search in Google by going
to google.co.uk/safetycentre.

Agree boundries
Have a family agreement about where they
can use the internet, how much time they
can spend online, the sites they can visit
and the type of information they can share.

Have a conversation
The best way to find out what your child
is doing online is to ask them to tell you
about what they do and what sites they
like to visit. Discuss with them what they
might come across.

Checklist

E-safety tips for Parents of
11-13 Year Olds

Check if it‛s suitable
The age ratings that come with
games, apps, films and social networks
are a good guide to whether they‛re
suitable for your child. The minimum
age limit is 13 for several social
networking sites, including
Facebook and Instagram.

Get them clued up about
social networking
Talk to children about the benefits
and risks of social networking before
they join any sites. Let them know
that anything they upload, email or
message could stay around forever
online.

Ofcom Children and Parents:
Media Use and Attitudes Report
(October 2013)

of 12-15 year-olds
visit social
networking sites on
their mobile phone.

�57%

Know this stuff matters,
but don’t know where to turn?
Internet Matters is a free online resource for every parent
in the UK. We’ll show you the best ways to protect your
children online - with information, advice and support on
all the big e-safety issues.

Learn about it:
Teach your child some simple rules

Talk about it:
Tips for a meaningful conversation

Make sure your child knows not to share
personal information like their phone number
or email address online

Only talk to real life friends or family on social
media sites and in chatrooms

Use privacy settings wherever they exist to
keep their information private

Don’t arrange to meet people in real life that
they’ve only talked to online

Use secure and legal sites to download music
and games

Check attachments and pop ups for viruses
before they click or download anything

Use Public Friendly WiFi when they’re out and
about to filter inappropriate content

Don’t post things online that they wouldn’t
want you to see

Ask them for advice on how to do something
online and use this as a conversation starter

Make sure they know they can come to you if
they’re upset by something they’ve seen online

Be sensitive and praise them when they share
their online experiences with you

Make sure they know how to block abusive
comments and report content that worries them

If your child comes to you with an issue,
stay calm and listen without judging them

Tackle peer pressure by explaining that if they
are talked into bullying someone online or
sending inappropriate images it may get
reported to their school or even the police

Teach them to treat others as they’d like to be
treated online and set a good example with
your own internet use

It can be difficult to stay on top of what
apps your child is using and who they
are talking to online
– find out more about the latest apps
at internetmatters.org/apps

Learn more about apps

On this page, we also provide information on
how to deal with any specific issues you may
encounter with your child; such as cyberbullying,
finding inappropriate content, your child’s online
reputation and online grooming.

You can find out where to get help and advice on
the Take Action page of internetmatters.org, where
we include information on how to report problems
- and which relevant organisations and agencies
to turn to.

Deal with it:



On 22nd February, four of our year 10 Law students, Caitlin Molloy, Jess Pilkington, Luke
Titterington and Ben Hughes, visited Runshaw College to participate in a mock trial
competition. On arrival they were greeted and introduced by Lara and Tom who were
their mentors for the day. They were given a case to analyse and had to pull out key
information in order to prosecute the defendant and defeat the defence team. The
students were up against schools from the local area, and did a fantastic job applying all
their knowledge of prosecuting their case. As an added bonus Jessica Sullivan was a superb
prosecutor and won the best prosecutor award. She was described as being the “smiling
assassin”

On the whole the students had a great day and
learned lots of new things about the court
procedures.

During half-term Ms Williams, Mr Banks and some very excited year 10 Law students went
to visit Preston Crown Courts as part of their learning and to help broaden their
knowledge. In addition to this they were able to compare and contrast their previous
knowledge with real life case scenarios.

The visit consisted of the students observing a
number of cases as well as being given a tour of the
Courts. The trip also gave the students a clear
insight to the way in which cases operate and how
the different legal professionals’ roles apply in
Court. Overall it was a very successful day that
everyone very much enjoyed. It was an eye opening
experience for both staff and students. I would
strongly recommend anyone who might be
interested to go and take a visit for themselves
immediately!

Reece Hagan

House Competitions this term!

So the scores on the doors are …..

Who is going to stop AFRICA??? Will it be South
America?? Australasia have had a good term and
Europe have won competitions on the bounce ….

Thank you to all the departments who have held
or organised competitions and a MASSIVE thumbs
up to all the pupils who have participated!

Mrs Haslam



The Dining Room extension
opened in February and is now
being used on a daily basis during
breaks and lunchtimes to
facilitate over 250 pupils.  The
room is a welcome addition to
our school premises and has
already been used for our school

show as a refreshment area and break out space.  New furniture will be arriving over the
Easter break which will enhance the space and allow the room to be used for other
purposes throughout the year.

Our new
dining room
extension

The site before -
and now!

On Thursday 23rd March 2017, 19 year 8 pupils took part in a Skype Call to a high school
in the Chennai region of India. After the success of last year’s Skype Call, Dr Abraham the
founder of the high school in India contacted Parklands to ask if another call could take
place. This year’s call was based around the currency and extra-curricular activities pupils
take part in both inside and outside of school. This was a fantastic opportunity for the
school to build on its relationship with the school in India. Parklands is now looking into
the possibility of forming a pen/video partnership with the school to allow for pupils here
to see what life is like on a day to day basis in India and for Parklands pupils to also
reciprocate this to the pupils in Chennai.

I believe this was an excellent opportunity for all pupils involved and one that I hope they
cherish from their time at Parklands. Below is a small statement from Ronan Lynch who
took part in the call...

Recently, I was involved in a Skype call to a school classroom in India. In my opinion, it
was a great opportunity to get to know about their lives at school. We took turns to tell
the Indian class about British currency, British sport, such as cricket and the leisure
activities we do for fun such as dancing, running and badminton.

Then the Indian class pupils told us about their country and life at school. Their currency
is the Indian Rupee and their national sport is hockey. One young boy told us that he has
to ride a bicycle 2km every day to school and back.

It was a great experience and I hope that something like it would be organised again.

By Ronan Lynch
Mr Needham





Musical Madness
This year’s dance show, Musical Madness, was one of our
biggest and best shows yet. With over 200 Parklands students
in the cast, a routine from local primary school students and
a complete ticket sell out each night, the show was a huge
success.

Pupils have been working hard since October on a variety of
different pieces from well known musicals. Students had the
opportunity to participate in PE dances and dance club as
well as audition their own choreography with friends. On top
of this we also had performances from the BTEC dance
classes, gifted and talented dance teams and the
cheerleading teams. We even had performances from the
staff! The list of opportunities for involvement in the show
was endless.

Every year I am so overwhelmed with the talent and hard
work of our students and the standard of our shows just gets
better and better, largely down to their commitment to
rehearsals. We have been inundated with feedback since
opening night on Wednesday and it has all been extremely
positive with many people already telling us they cannot wait
for next year.

Congratulations and a huge thankyou to all involved, in every
capacity. I am extremely proud of you all for the
performances you gave, you are a credit to our school.


